








04
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2023

“Year’s end is neither an end nor a beginning but a going on, with all 
the wisdom that experience can instill in us.”

– HAL BORLAND

Service to Humanity

First-ever unique World 
Memory Championship

T
he five-minute nail-biting 
‘speed cards’ finale of  the 
World Memory Championship 
(WMC) unfolded with Tenuun 

Tamir from Mongolia emerging as the 
champion, held for the first time in 
India at Vashi, Mumbai. Brain Infi-
nite, an Indian memory coaching in-
stitute, organized the event approved 
by the International Association of  
Memory (IAM).

The three-day championship fea-
tured 780 athletes from 13 countries, 
competing in 10 disciplines across four 
age categories. Amrut Jadhav, Brain 
Infinite’s founder, shared insights into 
securing the event for India through 
a rigorous bidding process. The com-

petition, recognized as the World Cup 
of  memory sports, garnered global 
praise for its scale and organization.

Brain Infinite’s flagship program, 
the Super Memory Master Class, im-
parts methods to memorize and apply 
them in studies. Simon Reinhard, IAM 
Chairman, highlighted the impor-
tance of  rhythm in competitions, 
where total scores determine the win-
ner. Tamir, awarded the title, spoke of  
overcoming distractions during the 
final discipline.

Johannes Mallow, a two-time 
world champion, encouraged students 
to apply memory techniques in aca-
demics, emphasizing visual and im-
aginative powers. Finalists Vishvaa 

Rajkumar and Sunanda Sunil stressed 
the sport’s need for training and regu-
lar practice.

Several participants set world re-
cords, including Dang Ngoc Phuong 
Trinh from Vietnam for memorizing 
images and Orkhan Ibadov from Azer-
baijan in hour numbers. Cash prizes 
totaling INR 7,55,000/- and medals 
were awarded to around 100 memory 
athletes, with all participants receiv-
ing certificates. The event, a testament 
to India’s growing presence in memo-
ry sports, succeeded in spreading 
awareness, particularly among school 
students.

Lakshmy Pranesh

Ways to cultivate a positive 
learning ecosystem

Educationist Fr. Saturnino Almeida, Managing Director, Agnel 
Technical Complex, Vashi, Navi Mumbai shares vital insights…

Learning environment

A positive learning environment 
is marked by safety, respect, inclu-
sion, support, and collaboration. We 
consider every student’s home an 
extension of  the school, fostering a 
caring family spirit. Collaborating 
with parents and the community for 
events, sports, activities, trips, and 
social projects is seamless. Modeling 
positive behavior, valuing diversity, 
and practicing collaboration enrich 
the school environment, motivating 
children to embrace these qualities.

Overcoming challenges 
A challenge is a test of  one’s 

ability, and overcoming it requires 
acknowledgment and proactive 
measures. In education, challenges 
arise when the system doesn’t meet 

evo l v i n g  s t u d e n t 
needs. We offer op-
portunities for teach-
er development, fo-
cusing on technology, 
d ive r s e  l e a r n i n g 
styles, and multiple 
intelligences. Train-
ing sessions hone 
their creative skills, 
creating a bond with 
students to ignite a 
passion for learning.

Learning 
strategies 

Ensuring a safe school environ-
ment, we follow safety rules and 
prioritize emotional well-being. Our 
‘School Wellness’ team, including 
heads, coordinators, counselors, and 

special educators, sup-
ports students and 
parents. In our inclu-
sive  culture,  with 
trust, acceptance, and 
celebration of  diver-
sity, everyone feels 
wanted. Our motto, 
“Love your neighbor 
as yourself,” guides 
our caring school cul-
ture. 

Focusing on our 
children’s interests, 
we prioritise thought-
ful implementation 
strategies, progress-

ing step by step. Teachers across all 
stages, from pre-primary to junior 
college, will undergo various train-
ing programs to empower them ef-
fectively.

Balancing AI with classroom 
teaching

As Educators we must focus on the 
inner strength of  each child. Technol-
ogy is just an add-on. Technology can 
perhaps enhance a child’s creativity- 
but it cannot create a Eureka moment. 
It can validate a thought process, pro-
vide data to corroborate a new perspec-
tive, but the key is to tap the uniqueness 
of  each child. When our class environ-
ment is built on respect and allows self-
expression, where no idea is a bad idea 
and no experiment a failure- just a 
pathway to new learning, children will 
surprise us with their powerful imagi-
nation and their innovative solutions. 
The teacher in class must be a collabo-
rator allowing each child to joyfully 
express himself/herself  through 
words, illustrations, music, dance and 
drama. The time-tested brainstorming 
sessions and an occasional ‘Tech-free’ 
activity is much needed, otherwise the 
danger of  going down the ‘Internet Rab-
bit Hole’ is very real!

Challenges of 
classroom

It is all about the 
teacher in class. She must 
re-invent herself  every day 
to keep her students en-
gaged. Though many 
would like to believe that 
effective classroom teach-
ing happens when there is 
more space, when there 
are more resources, when 
the class size is small, finally what re-
ally counts is a dedicated passionate 
well-read teacher who helps each one 
in class experience the joy of  learning.

Discipline is crucial
In our institution, parental involve-

ment is high as we firmly believe that 
school is an extension of  every home. 
And values inculcated at school are ap-
preciated by parents. Discipline in 
school is not viewed as a set of  rigid 
rules to hold students in check but 
rather as a set of  consequences for 

choices made. This helps to promote 
self-discipline with focus on ethics and 
fair-practices. Keeping communication 
lines open at all levels is important. Our 
students abide by rules and grow to 
become responsible human beings.

Fine leadership is key
There has to be a dynamic leader 

with a clear vision to usher in change 
and handle transition smoothly. We 
are blessed to be mentored by two 

dynamic and inspira-
tional torch bearers Rev. 
Fr. Orlando and Rev. Fr. 
Almeida. Over the years 
their vision created new 
paths as they embraced 
new ideas with convic-
tion that they believed 
would benefit the stu-
dents. For each new ven-
ture at Agnels, every 
member of  the Agnel 
family - students, teach-
ers, parents, office and 

utility staff  are sensitised so that 
they too become warriors with a 
cause. This is the reason why Inclu-
sion is just not a principle but a vi-
brant reality at Agnels. I can cite 
many such examples. Today as we 
stand on the threshold of  a major 
upheaval in the Education sector- im-
plementation of  NEP 2020, we are 
gearing up quietly, getting acquaint-
ed with the NEP 2020 goals, attending 
workshops - so that when the time 
comes for transition, it will just be 
another exciting venture.

Dedicated to quality 
education since decades

Learning through 
cultural exchange

Seema Maindiratta, principal DAV International School, Kharghar 

and ARO zone A (Mah and Guj region) presents highlights

T
he education sector 
aims to  pre pare 
youth for present and 
future challenges, 

emphasizing access, equity, 
quality, affordability, and ac-
countability. However, India’s 
diverse background poses 
challenges like cultural vari-
ations, lack of  standardiza-
tion, and linguistic diversity 
in the school system. Acces-
sibility, teacher shortages, 
limited research resources, 
and innovation hinder pro-
gress. While the new educa-
tion policy proposes compre-
hensive changes, challenges 
persist in classrooms. Implementing a holistic learning 
approach is crucial for an optimal learning environment, 
requiring a clear shift. As Martin Luther King stated, “the 
function of  education is to teach learners to think inten-
sively and critically.”

PRINCIPAL’S PEN

A 
notable experience during this trip was the visit 
to John Paul School Sri Lanka as part of  a Cul-
tural Exchange Program, wherein the students of  
Bombay Cambridge International School Andheri 

West  engaged in various activities and annual events con-
ducted by respective schools. In addition, both counterparts 
exchanged the traditions and culture followed in the coun-
tries. By completing a questionnaire, the students gained 
deeper insights into each other’s thoughts and learning 
experiences. As a gesture of  goodwill, our students pre-
sented a souvenir to their Sri Lankan counterparts, strength-
ening the bond between the two groups.

O
n November 25, academic tap-
estry at The Universal School, 
Ghatkopar unfolded with vi-
brant hues as they celebrated 

the annual sports day. Colonel Venkat 
Raman, a symbol of  courage, was chief  
guest. The event began with a spirited 
walk by the student council and final-

ists, emphasizing sportsmanship. The 
torch, symbolising aspirations, lit up the 
arena, and the principal officially inau-
gurated the sports meet amid cheers. 
Students immersed themselves in the 
field, fostering competition and cama-
raderie, creating cherished memories. 

Annual Athletic and Sports Meet

R
eceiving gifts is a great feel-
ing but is mostly short-lived. 
Our lives are fulfilling when 
we give and share, and that 

great inner joy comes from helping 
others to better their lives.

Students of  Ryan International 
School, Malad ICSE visited Unit 22, 
Aarey Community Development Cen-
tre to spread the joy of  giving. Ry-
anites realized giving without expect-

ing anything in return is where true 
happiness is found. 

The senior secondary students 
became Santa’s in the lives of  chil-
dren by giving them Christmas gifts. 
It is said that “It is Christmas in the 
heart that puts Christmas in the air,” 
and there is no better way to cele-
brate Christmas than by helping and 
supporting our society. 

The smile of  little kids while re-

ceiving delighted our hearts. 
This experience is indeed inde-

scribable. This act of  giving filled the 
lives of  little children with joy and 
multiplied our happiness. 

At Ryan, they believe in the say-
ing the best way to multiply your hap-
piness is to share it with others. 
Hence, in this season of  giving, they 
took this little step to spread the 
message.

T
he Mahakavi Kalidas Naty-
amandir at Mulund reverber-
ated with the har monious 
blend of  music and the cheers 

of  the audience as over 700 students 
from Gopal Sharma International 
School, Powai, secondary section, en-
ergetically presented a dance-drama in 
line with the theme “Zenith.” The event 
saw full student participation, and the 
auditorium brimmed with parents oc-
cupying almost every seat.

Zohaeb Farooqui, actor, and direc-

tor graced the occasion as the chief  
guest for the secondary event. Farooqui 
expressed gratitude to his beloved 
teacher and principal, Dr. Mathew, for 
inviting him to be part of  the event. He 
shared a personal anecdote from his 
school days, reminiscing how Dr 
Mathew had motivated him to overcome 
shyness and embrace the stage, an ex-
perience that led him to fall in love with 
performing. Farooqui highlighted the 

significance of  an annual day in stu-
dents’ lives, providing a platform to 
showcase talents, unwind, and have 
fun.

Dr. Sunny P Mathew, the school prin-
cipal, presented the annual report, cov-
ering Class X results and various acco-
lades, awards, and scholarships earned 
by students and the school. The cultural 
event kicked off  with a lamp-lighting 
ceremony and traditional dance wor-
shipping Lord Ganesha. Aligned wi)th 
the theme “the highest point,” students 

depicted the triumph of  India’s ‘Chan-
drayaan-3’ through a dance-drama, cap-
tivating the audience with vibrant per-
formances on diverse beats. 

The ‘Dashaavatar’ show, portraying 
the ten avatars of  Lord Vishnu, evoked 
devotion as the auditorium resonated 
with the ‘Jai Shree Ram’ song from Ad-
ipurush. Teens explored India’s evolu-
tion from ancient times and delved into 
the pros and cons of  AI through various 

programs. The finale, a dynamic dance 
involving all participants, left the audi-
ence ecstatic.

The primary event welcomed 
Dhwani Pawar, actor, singer, and voice-
over artist, as the chief  guest. Pawar 
encouraged students to pursue their 
passions and excel in their chosen ca-
reers. The primary theme, ‘Vikara-Be 
the change,’ was brilliantly presented 
through a dance-drama by the younger 
children adorned in colorful costumes 
and ornaments, exhibiting adorable 

expressions.
Principal Mathew emphasized the 

importance of  students excelling in 
extracurricular activities and cultivat-
ing good character. He commended the 
teachers for successfully training all 
students to grace the stage, despite the 
challenges. The events concluded with 
the National Anthem, leaving the stu-
dents with cherished memories of  the 
day.

A fine blend of culture and science

‘Challenges act as stepping 
stones to success’

Snigdha Roy, Principal, Fr. Agnel Multipurpose School & 
Jr. College, Vashi, Navi Mumbai shares solutions to 
some important present day challenges








